California Air Resources Board Approves Stronger Nitrogen Dioxide Standards
The California Air Resources Board (ARB) has approved new, stricter standards for nitrogen dioxide (NO2), a pollutant associated with increased asthma and cardiovascular disease. NO2 is a pungent gas that, when combined with fine airborne particulate matter, contributes to the reddish-brown haze characteristic of smoggy air in California.    The new NO2 standards are:
*       The 1-hour-average state standard for NO2 is lowered from 0.25 parts per million (ppm) to 0.18 ppm, not to be exceeded. 
*       A new annual-average state standard is established for NO2 at 0.030 ppm, not to be exceeded. 
More details:  http://www.arb.ca.gov/newsrel/nr022307.htm.  
Note from Dr. Hasselback:    Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) is appearing to be a very good indicator to incorporate into air quality control activities (and is included in the AQHI formulation).  There is reasonable evidence of the direct effect of NO2 on lung function.  NO2 levels are associated with mortality and hospital admission.  Debate persists as to whether the impact is a direct effect of NO2, or if NO2 is a correlate associate with other pollutants, mostly from vehicle emissions. Irrespective of whether it is the cause of the health impacts, or a correlate of other pollutants causing health problems, it is readily measurable and efforts to control NO2 levels must address the major source, namely motor vehicle emissions. 
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